This Week in Spectrum Athletics
TWISA Notes (Vol. 3, Ed. 30) – May 15

The idiom, “So close and yet so far,” could be applied to the fate of several Spectrum Thunder teams which completed their season this past week.

After recovering from a devastating penalty-shot upset at the hands of the Stelly’s Stingers in the Lower Island championship game, the Thunder junior girls soccer team reached the Vancouver Island championship game last Friday after earning a 3-0 record in pool play games.  The absence of some of the Thunder’s top offensive threats ultimately spelled doom for Spectrum as the Royal Bay Ravens rolled to 4-1 victory.  The second-place finish on Vancouver Island, although still a great season accomplishment, left a bitter taste in the mouths of the Thunder players who entered the tournament hoping to reach the top of the podium.

The Thunder senior girls soccer team, following in the footprints of their junior counterparts, headed to the Vancouver Island championship tournament at Dover Bay Secondary School in Nanaimo this past week seeking to add more hardware to the trophy case.  Pool play produced a mixed bag of results for the Thunder with a 1-0 win over the Oak Bay Breakers, a 4-2 loss to the Nanaimo District Islanders and a 1-1 draw with the Saint Michael’s Blue Jags. Katarina Cronkhite led the Thunder offensive attack with a pair of goals while Scarlett Sheehan and Aubrie Harper each added one goal.

The pool play results left the Thunder in second place in their pool and earned the team a berth in the bronze-medal game against the Quw’utsun Thunderbirds from Duncan.  Despite missing veteran star goalkeeper Callie Turpin due to injury, the Thunder rallied to grab a 2-1 victory with goals from Katarina Cronkhite and Marcela Avalos.  

When Royal Bay Ravens clinched a second Vancouver Island girls soccer championship knocking off the Nanaimo District Islanders in the final, any hopes of a possible challenge game for the final B. C. girls championship tournament berth were dashed.  As a result, despite a stellar performance at the tournament and the rest of the season, the Thunder would not get a chance to defend their B. C. championship from last season.

Next on the close-but-no-cigar list was the Thunder junior boys rugby team as it made an appearance at the Vancouver Island championship tournament held in Duncan this past Monday and Tuesday.  The Thunder, while not playing their best, still managed to claim a pair of opening-day victories with a 12-7 win over the G. P. Vanier Towhees from Courtenay and a 26-12 win over local rival Stelly’s Stingers.  

Tuesday the Thunder put forward a much-improved effort with a wide-open offensive attack to claim a decisive 38-10 semifinal victory over the Frances Kelsey Whalers from Mill Bay.  The win put the Thunder into the Vancouver Island championship game against the Belmont Bulldogs, the defending champions with an undefeated season in place.  The Bulldogs had previously knocked off the Thunder twice during Lower Island league play, including a 49-0 thrashing early in the season.  

Despite being heavy underdogs in the championship game, the Thunder came out swinging with a puncher’s chance and kept the game close into the second half.  The Bulldogs gradually exploited a hole in the middle of the Thunder defense in the second half and came away with a hard-fought 22-14 victory.  Benji Wegwitz was the top Thunder try scorer as he crossed the goal line seven times during the tournament while Micah Levris added two tries and Gavin Henry, Austin Kellow, Josh Turlock and Adam Field each scored one try and Jack Ramsay kicked several conversions to power the Thunder offense.

And then there was only one Thunder team left standing as the track and field team took part in the Lower Island championship meet held at the University of Victoria’s Centennial Stadium Wednesday.  With several Thunder athletes putting forward strong efforts, Spectrum finally had some athletes claim gold while others still qualified for the Vancouver Island championship meet scheduled for May 20-21 in Nanaimo.  The top Thunder results from the Lower Island meet were as follows:

Levi Seel won the junior boys javelin and shot put and added a second-place finish in the discus.

Riley Denning won the junior girls race walk with Naomi Hiscox placing second and Matilda Hernandez finishing fourth.

Toluwani Ariyo won the senior boys shot put.

Benji Wegwitz won the junior boys 400m, but he did not run in the 100m nor the 200m events due to injury,

Gracie Wegwitz finished second in both the junior girls discus and javelin.

Cooper Elliott finished in seventh place in the junior boys 800m.

Kalli Simpson finished in third place in the junior girls 100m and in fifth place in the junior girls 200m.

Alanna Felt finished fourth in the senior girls 3,000m, sixth in the 1,500m steeplechase and seventh in the 1,500m.

Tomoki Nakano finished fourth in the junior boys long jump. 

As the calendar moves toward the end of May, the high-school sports calendar nears its conclusion with only the Thunder track and field athletes still chasing Vancouver Island and B. C. championship glory for themselves and the school.  If you never made the trip to a sideline or a gym at some point this school year, you will never know what you missed.  

As the new Thunder turf field gets completed this summer, a new era of Spectrum Thunder athletics is about to hit full speed.  Next season you will have an opportunity to watch Spectrum host games which have not been played on a home field for many years.  Rest those vocal cords as we will expect Thunder Nation supporters to be out in full throat when the new school year brings with it a new high-school sports season.  We will expect to see there!
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