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The definition of a steamroller is something which uses relentless and oppressive power or force.  Spectrum Thunder athletics has its own version of a steamroller playing during this spring season of Lower Island high-school sports.

The Thunder junior girls soccer team has started its Lower Island league season with several impressive performances with the team hoping to match the junior girls volleyball team, which featured many of the same athletes, in pursuit of a Vancouver Island championship.  

The Thunder travelled to Goudy Field Tuesday and tamed the Belmont Bulldogs by a margin of 5-0.  Coco Tanner continued to make like a young Christine Sinclair as she banged home three goals to lead the Thunder’s offensive attack.  Kalli Simpson and Aubrie Harper each added a goal to contribute to the rout.  Marika Martens continued to lead the Thunder defense as she claimed another shutout.  

Over the next two weeks, the Thunder will get tested to show if they are for real or just pretenders as the squad will face all the other title-contending teams: soccer academy schools Royal Bay Ravens and Reynolds Roadrunners along with the Stelly’s Stingers and the Saint Michael’s Blue Jags.  If the Thunder can survive this gauntlet, the team will stake a claim to be the Lower Island and Vancouver Island title favorites.

The Thunder senior girls soccer team showed it will not just roll over and let some other team take away its championship crown this season.  The Thunder recovered from a tough loss to the Stelly’s Stingers the previous week to knock off the Esquimalt Dockers 2-0 Tuesday before hammering the Saint Michael’s Blue Jags 5-0 Thursday.  

Against the Dockers, with the game tied 0-0 at halftime, goalkeeper Callie Turpin made the decision to move into a forward role in the second half.  The change proved successful as she assisted on Yesi Monge;s opening goal before drilling home a Lael Harper pass to score the second goal.

Against the Blue Jags, the Thunder had a balanced offensive attack as Kat Cronkhite, junior call-up Kalli Simpson and Ada Butcher all tallied goals and Ameera Grewal converted two penalty kicks on the way to the easy victory.  Now on the horizon loom the Lower Island powerhouses Royal Bay Ravens and Oak Bay Breakers so the Thunder will be out to prove the team is a championship contender and not just a pretender this season.

Making their season debut this week were the Thunder boys junior and senior boys rugby teams. The Thunder senior boys rugby team had a rough start to a season where the team is seeking a third-straight B. C. tournament qualification, dropping a 30-5 decision to the Belmont Bulldogs before rebounding to claim a 10-10 tie against the Esquimalt Dockers.  Hector Hall, with two tries against Esquimalt, and Noah Franke, with one try against Belmont, were the only team members to muster any offence in the season-opening contests.

The Thunder junior boys rugby team had a better start to its season claiming a pair of decisive victories, 38-12 over the Stelly’s Stingers and 36-5 over the Edward Milne Wolverines.  Mischa Levris led the Thunder offensive attack with four tries and he received support from Austing Kellow with three tries and Jack Ramsay who kicked five conversions.

The Thunder ultimate team struggled in its latest Lower Island league game played Wednesday at Royal Bay dropping a 13-4 decision to the Ravens.  The teams most outstanding performances came from Liz Allen and Jack Shaw while Abbot Foster and Neka Reicken shared the team spirit award.

The Thunder badminton team opened its season against the St. Margaret’s Pandas Thursday and came away with a 6-1 victory.

The other team to start its season this past week was the Thunder track and field team.  In the opening meet of the season, Spectrum fielded a deep team participating in several events and produced some promising results:

- Kallie Simpson finished fourth in a time of 27.92 seconds in the junior girls 200m race; Gracie Wegwitz finished 12th in a time of 30.00 seconds while Matilda Hernandez and Kokoah Williams finished further back in the field of runners.

-Alannah Felt finished sixth in a time of 14:05.58 in the senior girls 3,000m race.

-Kayla Felt won the junior girls high jump with a height of 1.30 metres.

-Gracie Wegwitz finished 10th in the junior girls javelin with a throw of 14.32 metres.

-Levi Seel opened his season winning the junior boys discus with a throw of 39.33 metres.  Augustin Falco finished fifth with a throw of 20.80 metres

-Toluwani Ariyo finished sixth in the senior boys discus with a throw of 19.59a metres.

-Benji Wegwitz showed he will again be a force on the track this season as he won the junior boys 200m with a time 24.21 seconds

-Tomoki Nokano finished fourth in the junior boys long jump with a leap of 4.75 metres while Blake Albiso finished 10th with a jump of 4.21 metres.

Next week’s playing schedule will see the following Thunder teams in action:

Senior Girls Soccer:  The Thunder senior girls soccer team has only one game next week against the Claremont Spartans Tuesday.

Junior Girls Soccer: The Thunder junior girls soccer team has a showdown against the Royal Bay Ravens Monday before taking on the Vic High Titans Thursday.

Girls Rugby:  The Thunder girls rugby team plays in the 7s format and open their season Friday against the Mount Douglas Rams as part of a series of games played at Glenlyon Norfolk.

Senior Boys Rugby: The Thunder senior boys team continues its season on the road at Stelly’s next Tuesdays with games against the Stingers and the Mount Douglas Rams.

Junior Boys Rugby:  The Thunder junior boys team, like its senior counterparts, will make the trip out to Stelly’s to challenge the Stingers and the Mount Douglas Rams.

Ultimate:  The Thunder ultimate team will continue its Lower Island league play with games at Belmont against the Bulldogs Tuesday and at Reynolds against the Roadrunners Thursday.

Golf:  The Thunder golf team will not open its season until the annual Victoria City Police Tournament scheduled for April 22-23 at the Olympic View Golf Course.

Badminton: The Thunder senior badminton team will host the Edward Milne Wolverines Tuesday in Lower Island league action.

With the spring season of high-school athletics now underway, you have lots of options to get off the couch, enjoy the warm weather and cheer for the Thunder teams.  Thunder Nation should come out in full voice Monday to watch the junior girls soccer showdown between the Thunder and the Royal Bay Ravens. Next year this type of heavyweight battle will take place on our new turf field, so the Thunder athletic program has brighter days ahead.  

See you on the sideline this week!
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