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And then there were none.

The winter season of high-school athletics has officially come to a close at Spectrum as the last team standing has now finished its season.

The Thunder senior boys basketball team entered action this past weekend as the defending Vancouver Island 4A boys basketball champion with hopes of extending their reign when the 2026 Vancouver Island 4A Boys Basketball Championship Tournament started at Belmont Thursday.

The Thunder entered the tournament as the South #4 seed which meant a difficult opening-round contest against the Dover Bay Dolphins from Nanaimo, the North #1 seed.  The last time these two teams squared off against each other was in the final of the B. C. 4A boys championship at the Langley Events Centre March 8, which saw the Thunder come away with an 81-66 victory and their second-consecutive B. C. title.

Things would be much different this time, much different!

Dover Bay roared out to an early 10-2 lead in the opening quarter, but the Thunder stormed back to tie the game 10-10 and thoughts of a competitive upset danced in the minds of Thunder Nation fans.  Things went downhill from there.  

By the end of the first quarter, Dover Bay had a 33-16 lead and the game was never close again as the North Island squad claimed a decisive 101-67 win.  Levi Seel led the Thunder with 16 points and Tristan Cabal added 10 points.  Thoughts of a repeat title were now gone and a new champion would be crowned Saturday.

Relegated to the consolation of the tournament, the Thunder still had a backdoor chance to claim third place and then play a challenge game for a provincial tournament berth this week.  The first opponent on this backside journey was the Quwutsun Thunderbirds from Duncan Friday afternoon.

The Thunder held a 35-33 halftime lead before falling behind early in the second half when the tide dramatically changed.  The Thunder hit every shot to claim a 65-50 lead after the third quarter and rolled to a convincing 90-66 win.

Evan Enns put on his Superman cape and did his best Justin-Hinrichson imitation as he hit 12 three-point shots on his way to a team season-high 40-point explosion.  Levi Seel played the role of Robin to Batman as he contributed 23 points to the Thunder attack.  

The next step on the comeback ladder had the Thunder matched Saturday morning against the Nanaimo District Islanders, losers of a semifinal to the Oak Bay Bays after a first-round thrashing of the Claremont Spartans.  

Nanaimo jumped out to an early first-quarter lead and survival odds did not look good for the Thunder.  The Thunder did not roll over and die as the Thunder trailed only 50-44 at halftime of the high-scoring contest. 

The second half started poorly for the Thunder as the Islanders claimed a 17-point third-quarter advantage.  Evan Enns then put on his cape again and he started bombing away from the perimeter helping the Thunder come all the way back to take a one-point lead early in the fourth quarter.  

The Islanders responded with a run to take a 10-point lead with four minutes to play and the game’s result seemed to have been decided.  The Thunder again responded and clawed their way back into the game.  With 12 seconds remaining and trailing by three, the Thunder stole the ball and headed to the basket with thoughts of overtime in their minds.  This time the final shot was blocked and the ball bounced out of bounds off a Thunder player and the final chance to extend the season was gone.  Nanaimo claimed a 90-87 win which ended the Thunder season and thoughts of a B. C. championship three-peat.

Evan Enns again played the superhero role as he bagged 34 points while grade-10 players Sawyer Chalupnik with 24 points and Levi Seel with 14 points played strong supporting roles.

For his efforts in the tournament trying to keep Spectrum alive, Evan Enns was named to the tournament’s second all-star team.  Nanaimo would go on to beat Claremont a second time to claim third place while Dover Bay knocked off the Oak Bay Bays 71-68 to win the Vancouver Island 4A boys championship.  Dover Bay and Oak Bay claimed the two Vancouver Island berths in the B. C. 4A championship tournament which starts in two weeks at the Langley Events Centre.

With the loss, the Thunder closed down the winter season of athletics at Spectrum.  The spring season of high-school athletics brings a return to outdoor sports as boys and girls rugby, track and field, ultimate frisbee and girls soccer all start their seasons in the next couple of weeks as the Spring Break holiday quickly approaches.  

As a result, with teams still working their way through tryouts and early-season exhibition games, TWISA Notes will be taking a two-week break from publication as teams get ready to start their spring season.  Any return to publication will need coaches to report their results so TWISA Notes can continue a third year of telling you about the peaks and the valleys of Thunder athletics.  So, in the meantime and in between time, we will hopefully look forward to talking with you again before Spring Break.
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