This Week in Spectrum Athletics 
TWISA Notes (Vol. 3, Ed. 17) – Jan. 16

Whenever the calendar flips over from one year to the next, people always make New Year’s resolutions they never keep: going to save more money, going to eat better, going to lose some weight and on and on.  The Spectrum Thunder boys and girls basketball teams need to make their ow New Year’s resolutions if they hope to keep their seasons alive as playoffs are now on the horizon.

The Thunder senior boys basketball team needs to do a better job finishing around the basket, cutdown on turnovers and rebound better or the successes of the past two seasons will become distant memories.  All of these weaknesses were on full display when the Claremont Spartans came to Spectrum Tuesday for second game of their home-and-away Lower Island league series.  The Thunder came away with an upset 83-72 victory in the first game back in December, but this night the fortunes would be reversed as the Spartans came away with a dominant 74-54 win.

The game was tied 33-33 in the second quarter when the Spartans went on a 14-2 run to claim a 47-35 halftime lead which the Thunder could not overcome.  With grade 12 starters Juvi Atwal unable to play all game and Evan Enns out for the second half, the Thunder did not have enough firepower to compete with the big size advantage the Spartans used to their advantage.  Sawyer Chalupnik, who faced foul trouble all night, led the Thunder with 17 points while Tristan Cabal and Blake Albiso each added nine points.

The Thunder travelled to Courtenay this past weekend hoping to find some light at the end of the tunnel while playing in the New Year’s Tournament at G. P. Vanier Secondary School.  That search initially found the light was a fast-moving train as the Thunder put forward their worst performance of the season losing 70-67 to the Timberline Wolves from Campbell River.  Evan Enns was the only Thunder team member who showed up ready to play as he poured in 27 points to keep the Thunder close.  Sawyer Chalupnik added 11 points while Tristan Cabal chipped in nine points.

The light started to shine on the Thunder in their next game as the team squeaked out a 78-75 win over a good Mark Isfeld Ice team from Courtenay.  Evan Enns continued his strong play during the weekend as both he and Levi Seel each scored 17 points while Sawyer Chalupnik and Tristan Cabal both tossed in 13 points as part of a balanced Thunder offensive attack.  

In the team’s final game in Courtenay, the Thunder put together a stronger all-round team effort to knock off the Ucluelet Warriors 83-67.  Levi Seel had a second strong offensive performance as he led the Thunder with 27 points while Sawyer Chalupnik with 15 points and Tristan Cabal with 12 points again played strong supporting roles.

Much like their senior counterparts, the Thunder junior boys basketball team had a nightmare start to their Lower League game Tuesday against the Lambrick Park Lions.  The Thunder started the game with seven consecutive turnovers and three missed layins ono their opening 10 possessions of the game to allow the Lions to jump out to an early lead and Spectrum never recovered on the way to a disappointing 57-33 loss.  Seth Burgos scored six points while Spencer Schadt and Nate Arlay each scored five points for the struggling Thunder offensive attack.

Seeking some positive results early in the New Year, the Thunder hosted the eight-team Island Challenge Tournament this past weekend in the Spectrum gyms.  The Thunder opened with a convincing 69-40 win over the Shawnigan Stags Friday.  The Thunder offence was balanced as Owen Campbell with 18 points, Spencer Schadt with 15 points and Elison Penalosa with 13 points combined to overwhelm Shawnigan.

In the semifinal Saturday, the Thunder put forward one of their better efforts of the season as Spectrum knocked off the South Delta Sundevils 60-38 to reach the tournament final.  Owen Campbell scored 14 points and Elison Penalosa and Nate Arlay had nine points each to lead the Thunder to the win.

After a weekend of positive results, the Thunder crashed back to earth with a big thud in the tournament final against the Seaquam Seahawks from Delta Saturday night.  After trailing 36-29 late in the second quarter, the Thunder collapsed the rest of the way scoring only 10 points over the last 18 minutes of the game to drop a 67-39 decision to a good Seaquam squad.  Spencer Schadt led the sputtering Thunder offence with 10 points while Owen Campbell added nine points.

On the girls side, the Thunder junior girls basketball team continued its winning ways, but they also showed some warts which need some treatment before the playoffs start if the team hopes to make a long run in pursuit of a championship. The Thunder hosted Lambrick Lions Tuesday and despite a slow start and some missed easy offensive chances, Spectrum spurted away in the fourth quarter to claim a 54-42 victory.  Kayla Felt led the Thunder offence with 21 points while Bethany Nesbitt scored 15 points and Annalee Pero scored 10 points in strong supporting roles.

The Thunder girls suffered a repeat performance Wednesday at Reynolds against the Roadrunners, but they continued their undefeated Lower Island record claiming a 49-36 win.  Annalee Pero led Spectrum with 15 points and Kayla Felt added 11 points while strong bench play from reserves like Sarah Jones helped the Thunder put an end to any thought of a Reynolds upset.

The Thunder senior girls basketball team was unable to keep their 2026 undefeated record intact as the St. Andrew’s Sabres claimed a 51-43 Lower Island league game victory.  Down to only seven healthy bodies for the game, the Thunder struggled in the last quarter as a second consecutive victory slipped through their fingers.  Leading the Thunder offence was Eliana Penalosa with 15 points and Sarah Hliva scored 13 points.  

The action on the hardcourt continues this week as Thunder teams face the following:

Junior Girls –play Lower Island league games at home against the Oak Bay Breakers Tuesday tipping off at 4:15 p. m. and against the Mount Douglas Rams Wednesday at 5:45 p. m.

Junior Boys A– return to Lower Island league play hosting the Royal Bay Ravens Tuesday at 5:45 p. m. and Brookes Westshore Wednesday at 7:15 p. m.; this weekend the Thunder host the eight-team Road to March Tournament with their opening game against the R. E. Mountain Eagles from Langley Friday at 2:30 p. m.; games will continue through the weekend with final starting at 4:00 p. m. Saturday

Junior Boys B – host the Belmont Bulldogs Monday at 4:15 p. m. in a Lower Island league game

Senior Girls – continue Lower Island league play Monday hosting the Reynolds Roadrunner starting at 5:45 p. m.

Senior Boys –in Lower Island league action, the Thunder travel to Belmont Tuesday tipping off at 7:30 p. m.; this weekend the Thunder will host the annual 12-team Road to March Tournament with an opening-round game Friday against the R. E. Mountain Eagles from Langley tipping off at 1:15 p. m.; games will continue through the weekend with final starting Saturday at 5:30 p. m.

This weekend is a big one at Spectrum with the junior and the senior boys teams hosting their annual tournament with 20 teams from around B. C. coming to our gyms.  The action continues Monday when the senior girls host their Senior’s Game to recognize the contributions of their graduating grade 12 players.  You are running out of time and excuses so get to the gym this upcoming week to support our Spectrum Thunder athletes.  

Make a New Year’s resolution you can fulfill.  Come once and you will be hooked forever!  See you there!
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