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In 1984, the movie “Revenge of the Nerds,” debuted on movie screens across North America telling the story of a socially awkward group of college freshmen fighting back against the bullying jocks.  Well, as the Spectrum Thunder teams restart their season after the Christmas holiday break, this slow first week of 2026 could be called “Revenge of the Bulldogs,” to the detriment of the Thunder boys basketball teams.

After suffering three season of beatings at the hands to the vaunted Thunder senior boys basketball team, the Belmont Bulldogs gained a measure of revenge as the Langford squad ran away with an 83-47 victory Tuesday at Spectrum.  Despite trailing only 16-14 after the opening quarter, the Thunder collapsed at both ends of the court over the next three quarters.

Missed layins and mindless turnovers combined with poor defense and weak rebounding to sink the Thunder in their opening Lower Island league game of the new year.  Leading the sputtering offensive attack for the Thunder were Evan Enns with 13 points and Sawyer Chalupnik with 10 points.

The next night the Thunder junior boys basketball team authored an almost identical performance when Spectrum hosted the junior Bulldogs in another Lower Island league game.  The Thunder dropped a 56-36 decision to Belmont in a game which was eerily similar to the senior game between the same two schools the day previous.  

Poor shooting and too many turnovers spelled doom for the Thunder in this game, things which have plagued the team all season.  Owen Campbell, Max Miron and Ben Muhly each scored seven points to lead the anemic Thunder offensive attack.  

The action on the hardcourt continues this next week as Thunder teams face the following:

Junior Girls –play Lower Island league game at home against the Lambrick Park Pride Tuesday tipping off at 4:15 p. m. before travelling to play the Reynolds Roadrunners Wednesday at 5:45 p. m.

Junior Boys A– return to Lower Island league play also hosting the Lambrick Park Pride Tuesday at 5:45 p. m.; this weekend the Thunder host the eight-team Island Challenge Tournament with their opening game against the Shawnigan Lake Stags Friday at 2:30 p. m.; games will continue through the weekend with final starting at 6:00 p. m. Saturday

Junior Boys B – play at St. Andrew’s Monday at 5:45 p. m. in a Lower Island league game

Senior Girls – continue Lower Island league play Monday hosting St. Andrew’s Sabres starting at 5:45 p. m.

Senior Boys – travel to Courtenay to play in the G. P. Vanier Towhees New Year’s Tournament this weekend opening Friday against the winner of a game between the Timberline Wolves from Campbell River and the Chilliwack Storm; in Lower Island league action, the Thunder host the Claremont Spartans Tuesday tipping off at 7:30 p. m. as the last game of a tripleheader

The winter season of play nears its midpoint and the next two weekends see the last tournaments being hosted at Spectrum this school year.  If you are looking for something to do, follow the sound of the bouncing balls to the gyms so you can cheer for your Spectrum Thunder teams against teams from across the province.  Make one of your New Year’s resolutions a promise to make a trip to watch the Thunder teams play.  You may surprise yourself with how much you enjoy the experience.

See you at the gyms!
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