This Week in Spectrum Athletics
TWISA Notes (Vol. 3, Ed. 11) – November 21

The fall season of play for high-school sports has finished at Spectrum as all the Thunder teams completed their seasons, some with more success than others, but they all represented the Thunder Nation with great honor and distinction. 

This article celebrates the excellence of the Spectrum athletic program and the outstanding performances of the Thunder athletes from the fall season of play under a series of special topics as follows:

TOP ROOKIE: Kayla Felt, Junior Girls Volleyball and Swimming
Kayla Felt was a starter with the Thunder junior girls volleyball team which finished second in the Lower Island championship and won the Vancouver Island junior girls volleyball championship. Felt, who is in grade nine, was an important part of the Thunder attack as she often led the team in scoring points as the team’s main hitter in most matches. She will continue to be a key part of the Thunder girls volleyball program during the next three seasons.

Felt also showed she is a budding multi-sport star as she was a key member of the resuscitated Thunder swimming team.  Felt was the team’s youngest swimmer who placed best overall in her races at the Vancouver Island championship meet and she qualified for the most races at the B. C. championship meet where she also performed well.

RUNNERUP: Max Edwards, Boys Football
Max Edwards was a tower of power for the Thunder boys football team and one of the team leaders, despite being only in grade nine.  Edwards rarely came off the field in every game as he played positions on both offense and defense and he played a role in some special teams assignments.  Often having to matchup against bigger and stronger athletes in grades 11 and 12, Edwards never backed down and he gives the Thunder defense a pillar to build around for next season.

PERFORMANCE OF THE SEASON: (TIE) Lucas Russell, Cross Country, and Julian Miller, Swimming
Lucas Russell turned in the top Thunder cross-country result of the season when he finished third in the senior boys race held at Royal Roads University in October.  Russell’s result was one of the best for Thunder boys in several years and helped him to qualify for both the Vancouver Island and B. C. cross-country championship meets this season.

Julian Miller was part of the resuscitated Thunder swim team which jumped out of dormancy to create some waves in the high-school swimming community this season.  Miller, swimming in the “B” level for all non-swim-club swimmers at the recent B. C. high-school swimming championship meet, claimed a second-place finish in the 100-metre individual medley race in a time of 1:03.27 to win the B. C. silver medal, which was the highest-placing for any Spectrum swimmer at the meet.

RUNNERUP: Chelsea Hinrichsen, Junior Girls Volleyball
During the Lower Island semifinal match against the Belmont Bulldogs with the Thunder trailing 22-12 in the opening set, Chelsea Hinrichsen stepped to the service line and she proceeded to win 13 consecutive points on her serve to win the set.  With the opening-set win, the Thunder would go on to defeat the Bulldogs 2-1 to qualify for the Vancouver Island championship tournament.

[bookmark: _Hlk214373843]MALE ATHLETE OF THE SEASON: Hector Hall, Boys Football
If the Thunder boys football team did not have Hector Hall in the lineup, who knows if there is even a Thunder football team at all.  Hall was a two-way dynamo for the Thunder as he played multiple positions on both offense and defense while also serving as the team’s punter and kick returner.  Despite opposing teams hunting Hall on every play, he still managed to make catches, to score touchdowns and to make tackles as the Thunder’s dominant force on the field.

RUNNERUP:  Andreas Flores, Senior Boys Soccer
Andreas Flores was the Thunder senior boys soccer team captain as well as their leading skilled player.  Flores was a tenacious player who committed himself to the ball as he never lost any 50-50 challenges.  Flores also anchored the Thunder defense while leading the team in minutes played this season.

FEMALE ATHLETE OF THE SEASON: Chelsea Hinrichsen, Junior Girls Volleyball
Chelsea Hinrichsen was the leader of the Thunder junior girls volleyball team both on and off the court.  As the team’s offensive engine playing as the team’s setter, Hinrichsen has continued to improve her individual skillset as she logged a significant amount of playing time this season.  Hinrichsen shows up ready to play at every game and practice wanting to compete as she acts as the team’s pied piper.

RUNNERUP: Olive Burow, Senior Girls Volleyball
Olive Burow was the leader of the Thunder senior girls volleyball team this season.  Although the team struggled at times and crashed early out of the playoff race, Burow was the team’s leading hitter and she helped to lead the team out of the doldrums when things did not always finish well.

TEAM OF THE FALL SEASON: Junior Girls Volleyball Team
The Thunder junior girls volleyball team added to the Spectrum trophy case this season as it claimed titles at the Camosun College, the Spectrum Spikes and Aces and the Oak Bay Bumpkin Pumpkin tournaments during the regular exhibition season.  The Thunder then finished second in the Lower Island championship tournament before winning the schools’ first ever Vancouver Island junior girls volleyball championship in November at Brentwood College.  

With the Vancouver Island championship in their pocket already, the team heads to Surrey with hopes of grabbing another B. C. championship banner to hang on the Spectrum gym wall.  The talented group of grade 10 players and a strong grade-nine contingent following in the wings, the Thunder girls volleyball program could be a title contender for several years into the future.

RUNNERUP: Girls Cross-Country Team
The Thunder cross-country team continued its resurgence this season with 30 athletes, boys and girls in grades 9-12, on the roster practicing and competing on the local cross-country circuit.  The Thunder girls cross-country team had the deepest group of athletes and it claimed fifth-place among all tiers at the Vancouver Island cross-country championship meet held at Beaver Lake Park in October.  With this result, the Thunder earned a berth in the B. C. high-school cross-country championship meet where it placed 13th among the 19 teams participating.  With a strong group of runners, including Rise Sato, Alannah Felt and Elana Tarlazzi, surviving the challenges of the local trails, the Thunder could have the core of a strong girls track team this spring.

Spectrum Thunder athletes distinguished themselves with hard-fought victories and devastating losses all in an attempt to chase championships, to develop skills and to create lifelong friendships which will last through their 10-year and 20-year high-school reunions.  This article is an attempt to capture some of the team highlights and the standout individual performances which took place during the fall season of play.  The unsung heroes who nobody recognizes and everybody complains about are the coaches who give their athletes the opportunity to compete and to have life experiences.  If you did not find the time to visit the gym or the field to watch a game, you do not know what you missed the past three months.

As action in the high-school winter season of play takes place indoors over the next three months, take the time to come out to watch the Spectrum Thunder compete against teams from around the province.  Who knows, you may actually enjoy yourself and want to come back several times in the future.
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