This Week in Spectrum Athletics
TWISA Notes (Vol. 3, Ed. 4) – October 10

There was a time in Spectrum Thunder athletics history when girls volleyball and boys soccer were the dominant athletic teams bringing local and provincial glory to the school. Girls volleyball won B. C. championship titles in 1978 and 1979 while boys soccer claimed 19 Colonist Cup soccer crowns, including nine from the Spectrum’s predecessor Mount View, emblematic of Victoria soccer supremacy, 
the last being in 2000.

This season, with boys soccer results being treated like state secrets, the girls volleyball program is experiencing a resurgence which may setup the program for several years of volleyball success not seen since those provincial championship seasons.  Leading the way in this program reconstruction is the Thunder junior girls volleyball team which is slowly building for a playoff run starting at the end of October.

In the annual Camosun Chargers High-School Girls Volleyball Tournament this past weekend at various gyms around Victoria, including Spectrum, the Thunder junior girls team took their first step toward learning how to win.  With 2-0 wins against the Duncan Christian Chargers and the Royal Bay Ravens Friday, the Thunder won its pool and headed into the Gold Division playoff bracket.  

In the playoff round Saturday, the Thunder continued to show dominance with decisive wins over the Parkland Panthers, the Esquimalt Dockers and the Stelly’s Stingers to claim the Gold Division championship.  Chelsea Hinrichsen was named the team and the tournament most valuable player.

The Thunder grade 9 girls volleyball team opened pool play in the Camosun Tournament Friday with a win over the Port Hardy Whalers and a loss to the Oak Bay Breakers to qualify for the Silver Division playoff bracket.  The Thunder grade 9 team followed in the junior team’s footsteps to knockoff the Mount Douglas Rams, the Royal Bay Ravens and the Saint Michael’s University School Blue Jags to claim the Silver Division title.  Sarah Jones was named the team’s most valuable player for the tournament.

The Thunder grade 9-10 B girls volleyball team also put up a fight at the Camosun Tournament as pool play losses to the Esquimalt Dockers and the Saint Michael’s University School Blue Jags resulted in the Thunder qualifying for the Bronze Division playoff bracket.  In the playoff round Saturday, the Thunder opened with a win over the Pacific Christian Pacers, but the team dropped their next two matches to claim a fourth-place finish.  

The Thunder girls volleyball teams all continued their Lower Island league play, some with mixed results.  The junior girls team took 2-0 wins against the Esquimalt Dockers, the Lambrick Pride and the Stelly’s Stingers while gaining 1-1 splits with the Oak Bay Breakers and the Saint Michael’s Blu Jags.  The grade 9 girls team split 1-1 decisions with the Oak Bay Breakers and the Royal Bay Ravens.  The junior girls “B” team defeated the Vic High Titans and the Esquimalt Dockers 2-0 while gaining a split with the Saint Michael’s Blue Jags.

All three teams will hit the courts again next week as the Lower Island league play moves toward the start of the playoff road.  The junior girls team will play at Pacific Christian Thursday, the grade 9 team will play at Reynolds Wednesday and the “B” team will host also Wednesday.

The Thunder junior and grade 9 teams will also host the annual Spikes and Aces Tournament with 16 teams from around B. C. this coming weekend at Spectrum.  The junior team opens against the Duncan Christian Chargers at 12:00 p. m. and the grade 9 team takes the court against the Wellington Wildcats from Nanaimo at 1:10 p. m., both Friday.  Games will continue through Friday and Saturday with the Spectrum teams each playing six matches during the tournament.

The Thunder senior girls volleyball team rounded out the Spectrum performances at the Camosun Tournament finishing third in its pool Friday with a win over the Edward Milne Wolverines and losses to the Royal Bay Ravens and the Clayton Heights Riders from Surrey.  

In the playoff bracket Saturday, the Thunder knocked off the Vic High Titans and the Edward Milne Wolverines before dropping their final two matches to finish fourth in the 16-team field. Callie Turpin was named the team’s most valuable player for the tournament.

In Lower Island league play, the Thunder senior girls team dropped 2-0 decisions to both the Pacific Christian Pacers and the Stelly’s Stingers despite strong performances from Yuka Yoshida, Kendall Bennett and Nora Ammermann.  The season will continue next week when the Thunder will travel to Royal Bay Tuesday for their next series of matches.

The Thunder senior boys volleyball team continued its season while cementing its split personality in both Lower Island league and exhibition action this past week.  

The Thunder brought Dr. Jekyll to the gym as the team rebounded to beat the Lambrick Park Pride, the Burnaby South Rebels and the Clayton Heights Riders from Surrey while only dropping a match to a strong Pacific Christian Pacers squad in an exhibition game series played at Oak Bay this weekend.

In Lower Island league play this week, the Thunder came away with a even split by knocking off the Belmont Bulldogs 2-0, losing 2-0 to the Claremont Spartans and splitting 1-1 with the Mount Douglas Rams.  Next week the Thunder will continue Lower Island league play with a series of league matches at Oak Bay Wednesday.

After a great start to their season with one win and one tie in their first three games, the Thunder boys football team suffered a second consecutive soul-crushing defeat against the Nanaimo District Islanders.  Last season the Thunder claimed the team’s only win of the 2024 season with a 19-14 decision over the Islanders so the Nanaimo squad entered the rematch with revenge on their minds.  In a reversal of fortunes this season, the Thunder dropped a 48-0 decision to the Islanders at Goudy Field in Langford Friday.

The Thunder take their show on the road with a trip to Parkville Friday when the team will hope to survive the storm against the Ballenas Whalers, whose strong quarterback play will create problems for the Spectrum defense which has had its ups and downs this season.

The Thunder junior boys volleyball team showed its split personality like its senior counterpart as the team won 2-0 over the Belmont Bulldogs before dropping a 2-0 decision to the Reynolds Roadrunners in Lower Island league play Thursday.  The Thunder will continue their league season hosting their next series of matches next Thursday.  The team will also play in its first tournament of the season as it heads north to Nanaimo this weekend to play in the annual Vancouver Island University junior boys tournament.

The Thunder boys soccer teams came out of the shadows this week as the junior boys dropped a 7-4 decision to the Oak Bay Bays and suffered a 3-2 loss to the Glenlyon-Norfolk Gryphons as their season came to an end while still in search of its first win.  The Thunder senior boys team scored a 1-0 decision against the Reynolds Roadrunners and a 2-1 win over the Belmont Bulldogs in Lower Island league play this past week. The team will play its last league game Tuesday against the Mount Douglas Rams at Layritz Park starting at 3:30 p. m.

With Thunder teams reaching the midpoint of the fall season of high-school athletics, Thunder Nation supporters need to make their presence noticed, especially when the junior and grade 9 girls volleyball teams host their own tournament this weekend.  

We will look forward to seeing you at the gym!
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