This Week in Spectrum Athletics 
TWISA Notes (Vol. 1, Ed. 1)
“They’re back!”

This haunting warning from the 1986 blockbuster movie “Poltergeist II: The Other Side,” can now be applied to the return to the gym and to the playing field for the Spectrum Thunder student athletes and coaches.

After another hot summer with people enjoying travel, family and barbecuing, the start of the new school year means a return to action for the Spectrum Thunder school athletic teams with the action picking up speed this past week.  With tryouts for volleyball, soccer and football all completed and competitions already started, the school will start to come to life as the fields and the gyms are filled with action and excitement for the upcoming seasons.

Every part of the Spectrum community knows school pride makes for a more positive environment and athletics is a building block for promoting this school pride.  Athletics can serve as a powerful academic motivator for all student athletes and all the teams hope to see our school community, including other students, teachers, parents and community members, out in force to support the Thunder teams.  Take this lead as a call to come out and to support our Thunder athletes!

The first team to kickoff its season was the Thunder football team which started its second season with two games in the first two weeks of the new school year.  After getting thrashed in its season opener against traditional Vancouver Island high-school football powerhouse John Barsby Blazers from Nanaimo, the Thunder rebounded to claim a 23-6 win over the Eric Hamber Griffins from Vancouver at the Mount Douglas field.  The win matches the Thunder win total for all of last season.

Leading the way for the Thunder was Hector Hall, last year’s junior male athlete of the year, who showed he will be a contender for the senior honor this year as he scored three receiving touchdowns while adding one field goal to lead the offensive attack.  Quarterback Castle Mann threw for three touchdowns and over 150 yards while Evan Warhurst added 80 rushing yards on 15 attempts.  Leading the shutdown Thunder defense was Evan Kellow with eight tackles while Ryan Miller and Himmat Bajwa both added interceptions.

The Thunder next take to the field with their home opener Friday against the Abbotsford Panthers, one of the Fraser Valley’s traditional football heavyweights. Kickoff time is 3:00 p. m. on the Spectrum field.

Indoors saw the start of the volleyball season as several Thunder teams hit the courts for their first action of the season.  The Thunder senior boys volleyball team started its season with an appearance at the Camosun College Charger Tournament at PISE.  Featuring a mostly new roster, the Thunder knocked off the Mount Douglas Rams 2-1 before dropping decisions to the Claremont Spartans 2-0 and the Parkland Panthers 2-1 to finish pool play Friday.

In the playoff round Saturday, the Thunder continued to experience some growing pains as the inexperienced roster dropped decisions to the Oak Bay Barbers 2-0 and the Gulf Islands Scorpions 2-1 before rebounding to defeat the Reynolds Roadrunners 2-1 to finish 14th in the 16-team field.  

The Thunder also tipped off its Lower Island league schedule Wednesday with 2-0 losses to the Royal Bay Ravens and the Pacific Christian Pacers before splitting 1-1 with the Belmont Bulldogs.  League play will continue next Wednesday when the Thunder head to Esquimalt to play the Dockers, the Vic High Titans and the Lambrick Park Pride.  

The Thunder will act as the hosts next weekend for their annual Spikes and Aces Tournament which features 16 teams from schools throughout B. C. The Thunder play their first match against the Royal Bay Ravens Friday at 12:00 noon.  The Thunder will also challenge the Cedar Spartans from Nanaimo at 3:30 p.  m. and the St. Patrick Celtics from Vancouver at 8:10 p. m.  Action will continue Saturday starting at 9:00 a. m. as the Thunder will play three more matches.

The Thunder senior girls volleyball team started its Lower Island league season at Oak Bay Tuesday as the team dropped 2-0 decisions to the Oak Bay Breakers and the Saint Michael’s Blue Jags before defeating Victor Brodeur 2-0.  Strong play from the trio of Olive Burrow, Maddie Nguyen and Maya Reicken were bright lights for the Thunder.  The Thunder will continue the league journey next Tuesday at Reynolds against the Roadrunners, the Vic High Titans and the Brookes Westshore Gryphons.

The Thunder hosts the first tournament of a busy upcoming season this weekend with the annual 16-team Spikes and Aces Tournament featuring teams from throughout B. C.  The Thunder open the tournament against the Duncan Christian Chargers Friday at 12:00 noon.  The Thunder will also face the Alberni Storm and the Lord Tweedsmuir Panthers Friday before the playoff round starts Saturday at 9:00 a. m.

The Thunder junior girls volleyball team starts its season on the road at the Trinity Western University Tournament in Langley this weekend.  With an experienced and athletic roster this season, the Thunder are looking to make some noise on the courts this season.  The Thunder open its Lower Island League season next Thursday at Edward Milne against the Wolverines, the Vic High Titans and the Royal Bay Ravens.

The Thunder junior boys volleyball team also features an experienced and athletic lineup as the team has high hopes for the upcoming season which starts next Thursday at St. Andrew’s with Lower Island exhibition games against the Sabres and the Lambrick Park Pride. 

While the high-school sports season has started its engine and the long trip toward the playoff trail in November, Friday represents the first opportunity for the Thunder Nation to get off the couch and come out to watch the Thunder teams play.  With the Thunder football team hosting its season opener and the Thunder senior girls volleyball team hosting its tournament, you have lots of options to get out to cheer for the Thunder athletes.  We will hope to see you on the sideline and in the gym this weekend!
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